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OT Survey 12 – Aug 23, 2020 – Gen 10, 11 

Genesis 10 (ESV) - 1 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons 

were born to them after the flood.  

2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan [a word used for those who became Greeks], 

Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of 

Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these the coastland peoples spread in their 

lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations.  

6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt [KJV = Mizraim, another word used for Egypt], Put, and Canaan. 7 

The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and 

Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty 

hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10 The 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that 

land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh 

and Calah; that is the great city. 13 Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 

Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. 15 Canaan fathered Sidon 

his firstborn and Heth, 16 and the Jebusites [they settled Jebus/Jerusalem], the Amorites, the 

Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the 

Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19 And the territory of the Canaanites 

extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, 

Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their 

languages, their lands, and their nations.  

21 To Shem [the Semitic peoples]  also, the father of all the children of Eber [likely that “Hebrew” 

comes from him], the elder brother of Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, 

Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram [the Aramites settled in Syria]. 23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, 

Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born 

two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother’s 

name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, 

Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 

The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill 

country of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and 

their nations. 32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their 

nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.  

Genesis 11 (ESV) - 1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people 

migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said 

to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for 

stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower 

with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the 

face of the whole earth.” [Yet this is EXACTLY what God had told Noah’s family SHOULD 
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happen! Wanting to establish our OWN identity, and wanting OUR kind of security – 2 powerful 

temptations.]   

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 

[“came down” – any time God shows close involvement with people, He must “condescend” to us. 

But MAYBE there’s a bit of mocking the people’s goal in v 4 – “in the heavens”.]  

6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only 

the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for 

them.  

[First, there is a WRONG/unhelpful “unity” – cf James 3:17 – “the wisdom from above is 

first pure, then peaceable…” and John 17, where Jesus prayed for BOTH 

purity/sanctification AND unity for His ppl. Second, just because we CAN accomplish 

something doesn’t mean we SHOULD.] 

7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one 

another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they 

left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused 

the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the 

earth.  

[Babel / confused sound very similar in Heb. I wonder if this is why “babble” and Babel 

sound alike?? 

So different languages here associated with rebellion against God and the punishment, but 

notice how God begins to redeem this at the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost: Acts 

2:4–11 (ESV) - 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 

devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came 

together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own 

language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we 

hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”  

And one day, Revelation 5:9–12 (ESV) - And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to 

take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have 

made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I 

looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 

many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a 

loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  
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] 

10 These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered Arpachshad two 

years after the flood. 11 And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other 

sons and daughters. 12 When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 13 And 

Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 14 When 

Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah lived after he fathered Eber 403 years 

and had other sons and daughters. 16 When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 17 And Eber 

lived after he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters. 18 When Peleg had lived 

30 years, he fathered Reu. 19 And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons 

and daughters. 20 When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21 And Reu lived after he 

fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters. 22 When Serug had lived 30 years, he 

fathered Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and 

daughters.  

24 When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah 

119 years and had other sons and daughters. 26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered 

Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, 

Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the 

land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans.  

29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of 

Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was 

barren; she had no child. 31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and 

Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32 The 

days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.  [Some ancient MSS have that he was 145 when 

he died, which may explain some chronology questions, from where Stephen refers to this in Acts 7. Notice 

they’re dying younger and younger after the Flood.] 

Genesis 12:1–3 (ESV) - 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I 

will bless you and make your name great [contrast 11:4], so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.”  

 

 


